
The violence in Israel and the occupied territories  is seemingly 
relentless. News stories reach us every week of a s uicide bomber 
striking Jerusalem or a missile gunship firing on a  crowd in      
Ramallah. But, how much of a true picture of events  in this region 
are we given by the news media?   

 
Journalists, Jake Lynch and Annabel McGoldrick reve al how the    
coverage of the past three years has resulted in a pattern of   
omission and distortion, to the point where it exer ts a malign    
influence on the political process. 
 
Through reporting two versions of the same story — a suicide     
bombing in Jerusalem, in August 2003, which killed 20 people — they 
illustrate how versions of events are distorted whe n reported from 
different viewpoints.  
 
The documentary showcases examples of news stories that would 
correct that distortion and provide audiences with a more accurate 
reflection of what is taking place in Israel and th e West Bank. 
 
By doing so, News from the Holy Land reflects the n eed for change 
in the way that news of the Israeli-Palestinian con flict is     
presented. The film shows that the lack of context in the reporting 
of the conflict leads to a polarisation of views be cause media      
interest is focused on the immediate violence and n ot the causes. 
 
This 1 x 50 film can help people to understand how conflict is    
reported and suggests that a change in the current journalistic 
ethos could help both parties to consider the value  of non-violent 
means in resolving the conflict. 
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NEWS FROM THE HOLY LAND  
Options and Consequences  


